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While they had been holding out Generals Havelock and
Outram were fighting their way through to them. Outram,
as a senior in command, had the right to conduct the campaign,
but with splendid self-sacrifice and chivalry, he waived his
rank in favour of his old comrade-in-arms, Sir Henry Have-
lock, who had been first in* the field.

In after-years Outram is said to have regretted his action as
a * foolish thing,' and said that * sentiment had obscured his
sense of duty. Every man, he thought, should carry out the
task assigned to him.' Nevertheless, the British people will
always look upon his generosity to, Havelock as one of the
most beautiful acts of all his noble and chivalrous career.

The defenders of the Residency had sustained a siege
against overpowering odds for 113 days before Havelock and
Outram fought their way through the mutineers and entered
the town.

One of the most gallant actions of the historic siege is worth
recording and remembering. During the course of it the
mutineers dragged two guns to the top of a flat roof of a palace
near the Residency, and it was obvious that they would be able
to pour down a destructive fire which would soon shatter the
only retreat of the British garrison. It was necessary to pre-
vent them from being fired at all costs. A non-commissioned
officer named Sergeant Halliwell, the crack shot of the
32nd Regiment, volunteered to defeat the enemy's project.
Taking an ample supply of ammunition and his trusty rifle,
he crept over the Residency roof and sheltered himself behind
some crumbling masonry. Here for several days he remained
in a cramped position, his only change of movement being to
roll over from his stomach on to his back, unable to stand up,
as he would have been shot at once. But from this vantage-
point he picked off gunner after gunner before they could do
any damage, and at last they abandoned such a dangerous and
deadly position. . For this plucky service Sergeant Halliwell
received the Victoria Cross which was richly deserved.

The scene which occur red between the brave garrison and